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INTRODUCTION

• Idlib’s rich and varied landscapes provided inspiration to many 
earlier cultures: Eblan, Hittite, Aramean, Assyrian, Greek, Roman, 
Byzantine and Arab. Scattered among its hills and plains are 
dozens of ancient tells (man-made mounds), tombs, castles, 
churches and monasteries.

Albara, 

Syrian Heritage Archive.



DURING THE REVOLUTION 

• Since 2011, Many sites in Idlib — some of which are on the World 

Heritage List and date back to numerous different eras and 

civilisations — have been exposed to every manner of 

damage, vandalism, smuggling, and other violations.

• The Syrian regime and Russian forces targeted Idlib’s archaeological 

sites with airstrikes, using all types of weapons, for they adopted the 

scorched land tactic in many of the areas where these sites are 

located.

• The sites’ proximity to embattled areas, bombardments, looting and 

internally displaced Syrians setting up camp amidst the ruins are 

taking its toll on this “remarkable state of preservation.”

Destruction in Albara site, https://arij.net/investigation/



• With the large-scale displacement waves, many families 

also took these sites as shelters or used their stones to 

build housing units.

• No protection in these sites 

• They are damaged and there is lack of preservation and 

funds from the internatational NGOs(UNESCO,…)

• Building materials are used to build houses

The Church of Bissos is pictured in Ruweiha, Syria (Photo by: Diana Darke)



Drone photos showing severe damage at the Banqusa 

Archeological Site in the al-Wastani Mount, Idlib countryside 

– 13 January 2021 (Enab Baladi/Yousef Ghuraibi)



THE SITUATION NOW? AFTER THE FALL 
OF THE REGIME

• A lot of mines are in the area 
of the former front line, many 
within the heritage sites.

• There is no gauarding for 
many sites in Idlib, these sites 
are endangered of continued 
looting and illegal excavations. 



• The heritage institutions are relatively managed by the 
authorities inside, such as Idlib museum and Maart-
Alnoman Museum, however, some emergency 
interventions are required to preserve the destroyed 
parts of he buildings. 

• Maart-Alnoman Museum, The Day After
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