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The author's Definition 

The author Hasan Ali is an inhabitant of Palmyra. He has a Bachelor's Degree in Archaeology from

Damascus University- Syria (2003). He worked for the Directorate General of Antiquities and

Museums in Syria, in the Palmyra Museum in excavations and documentation works for the

archaeological sites and buildings in the Syrian Badia (desert).

In 2015, like many local residents, Hasan Ali fled from Palmyra to Turkey due to the ISIS invasion of

Palmyra. Hasan was greatly affected by the incidents of destruction, looting, and sabotage of the

heritage of his city Palmyra. He was determined to cause a change in the course of events when he

began working to document and record memories of the former residents. As a steward of cultural

heritage at the German Archaeological Institute in Istanbul, which he became in 2016, with support

by the Gerda Henkel Foundation he got the chance to intensify his fieldwork among the Palmyrene

community in Turkey.

Co-founder for the Palmyrene Voices Initiative, in Turkey (2020-until now).
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Summary

The famous desert city Palmyra is located in the Syrian Republic, 240 km northeast of

the capital, Damascus. Since the fourth century B.C., Palmyra has become a

prosperous city and played an important strategic role in the world during the first

three centuries AD, when it became the largest global trading canter in the Middle

East.

It has been inscribed on the World Heritage List already in 1980 (as the best preserved

site of its antiquities dating back to the Roman period, before its destruction in 2015).
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some practices within the archaeological site in Palmyra
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A quick historical chronology of secret excavation and plunder in Palmyra until 2024

Since the outbreak of the Syrian revolution in March 2011, the ruins of Palmyra have

become more vulnerable to looting and vandalism, and the city has witnessed a

security chaos and great chaos, the social media pictures of Palmyrean artefacts are

circulated by people who try to find buyers.

After that, the ISIS organization started the stage of booby-trapping ancient buildings

and detonating them one by one. Where the Temple of Baal-Shamin was bombed,

then the Temple of Bel, in addition to the bombing of the tower burial sites, most of

which were destroyed, including "Ela-bel" and "Atnatan", and a number of homes and

Hypogeum, as that many families confirmed that they were watching archaeological

thieves just days before the bombing, as they were trying to transport funerary

sculptures for sale. Especially from the Hypogeum that were equipped to receive

visitors with all their decorations and parts.
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In Marsh 2016 Until the beginning of December 2024, Assad's forces, alongside the

Russian Air Force and Iranian militias, regained control of Palmyra, preventing the local

population from returning home. Al-Quds Al-Arabi reported that the Al-Nujaba and

Fatimid militias initiated a new campaign to search for antiquities in the archaeological

site of Palmyra.

There were Russian preparations to restore the Arc de Triomphe this month, according

to the director of the Russian Academy of Sciences' Center for the Rescue of

Monuments, but that did not happen because of the victory of the Syrian opposition

and the fall of the Assad regime.
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some vandalism and Illegal excavation in Palmyra
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Palmyra after the victory of the revolution

On December 8, 2024, Syria achieved freedom with the collapse of the Assad regime,

led to impacting the future of archaeological sites, in Syria in general and Palmyra in

particular, both positively and negatively.

The negative aspect is:

security vacuum may lead to increased looting and sabotage. Which requires the

current administration to enhance efforts and create plans to protect the

archaeological site.

The positive aspect is:

This shift in power could facilitate the Protection and the reconstruction of Palmyra,

the restoration of its archaeological site, and its reestablishment as a tourist

destination in Syria.

According to contacts with some locals who arrived in Palmyra from other Syrian cities,

some young men have volunteered to protect the Palmyra Museum from vandalism

until the competent authorities arrive, as the museum contains some artifacts from

the previous era. however, controlling the archaeological site and other Syrian Badia

/desert/ sites requires a dedicated team rather than just a few volunteers.
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Challenges

 

The current administration faces a catastrophe and a challenges evident in the

extensive damage to the archaeological site from looting, illegal excavations, bombing

and shelling by warplanes. Most residential buildings have been destroyed by ongoing

shelling, with some at risk of imminent collapse. The oasis has been burned, dried out,

and neglected since residents fled. Additionally, the local population is displaced, with

many Palmyrenes living in dire conditions, particularly in camps such as Al-Rukban,

that situated in a desert area along the Syrian-Jordanian border.
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The current status of the Palmyra site after December 8, 2024.
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The Palmyrene Voices Initiative

The Palmyrene Voices Initiative was established In cooperation with the Palmyrene

archaeologist Hasan Ali and the international organization Heritage for Peace (HFP),

whose mission is to provide a platform for the voices of the Palmyrene people to reach

the international community; to support all Palmyrene people in the diaspora in their

efforts to come back to Palmyra; and to help them to rebuild their city in a way that

guarantees their dignity and preserves their identity.
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By Hasan Ali , Palmyra oasis 2011
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